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Lutheran ministry at SDSU has a long and varied history.  It has touched the lives of  thousands of students and countless others who have been involved in some way.  The ministry  has survived and changed with the times, sometimes with friction, but mostly smoothly.  It  continues today to adapt and change to serve its mission to the SDSU community.   


Presumably, Lutheran ministry at SDSU is as old as the campus itself.  For years, many  Lutheran students who attended SDSU, then called SDSC or, even earlier, the”Agricultural  College,” could be found regularly attending First Lutheran Church.  In 1909, First completed a  new building at 7th street and Main that they would use for nearly fifty years.  It was here that  students in the first half of the century would attend services and Bible studies.   


There were, at this time, many different Lutheran conferences; that is, there was no single  “Lutheran Church.”  There were literally dozens of small groups of churches and a few larger  ones.  First Lutheran in Brookings, for example, belonged to one of the larger groups, the  Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  In fact, it would not be until the formation of the  Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, or ELCA, in the 1980s that the majority of Lutherans  would be under one organization.  In 1917, a merger of several Lutheran conferences formed the  NLCA.  Though this did not involve First directly, it was the spark for large-scale campus  ministry.  One of the groups involved, called the Union Church, had maintained some colleges,  and at these schools there was a thriving student organization called the “Student Union.”  This  group inspired a new, larger, and more inclusive organization.   


The Lutheran Students Association of America, or LSAA, was organized in Toledo, Ohio,  in 1922.  F. A. Schiotz was the first National President.  This was a student-led, student- populated movement based on the old”Student Union.”  It was autonomous of any larger”official” church organization-- that is, it was not sponsored by any specific conference or synod.   LSAA did not create or sponsor their own churches or call pastors; students were expected to  attend services at their local church.  What the movement accomplished, initially, was to mix  Lutheran students of the many different conference backgrounds, and to provide a basis for joint  missionary work by students.  Many of the young adults who worked with the Luther League  youth programs in the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s were former members of LSAA.  It is possible  that the formation of the LSAA helped the later consolidations among various Lutheran  conferences by providing Lutheran college students with a broader view of the Lutheran church.    


At SDSC, as the school was known at the time, the impact of the LSAA was soon felt.   According to Alma Nelson, a letter went out to Lutheran students at the College in February of  1924, possibly on the 15th of the month, inviting students to “consider Lutheran problems and  promote friendship among students.” Although this cannot now be verified, a year later students  would take the first steps toward an independent student organization.     


From the 1st to the 3rd of May, 1925, an LSAA Regional Conference was held in  Minneapolis, which five SDSC students attended.  The students, Edna Peterson, Henry Dybvig,  Palmer Tronsen, Theodore W. Schultz (Schultz is now a famous alumnus, having received the Nobel Prize for Economics), and the aforementioned Alma Nelson, evidently reported  the results of their trip to the Industrial Collegian, the campus newspaper.  A front-page article  appeared on May 12th, which noted that Tronsen had been placed on the presidential nominating  committee,”materially aiding” the selection of Schultz as president.  It also described the  conference speakers and the hospitality of the University of Minnesota students, which included a  banquet, a tour of the city, and a “wiener roast on the banks of the Mississippi river.”   


Religious activity at SDSC up to this point seems to have been confined to students  attending local churches and the activities of the YMCA and YWCA.  These two organizations  were quite active, it seems, bringing in speakers and sending teams to area congregations to  perform worship services, an activity which was popular with area churches, according to the  Alumnus. So when the Lutheran students returned and organized a Lutheran student group, they  were probably among the first such groups on campus.  It is likely they are the oldest continuous  religious organization presently at SDSU.   


But they did not organize an LSA chapter, and I do not know why.  Instead, they formed  an organization called the Lutheran Student Union.  If the writings of the Industrial Collegian for  the period are a reasonable guide, the organization was either not very active or very quiet about  what it did; what references there are to Lutheran activities by the mid-1930s speak of a “Luther  League.”  This “League” was an extension of the groups then becoming popular in churches, and at the time, a Luther League might include young adults in their mid-twenties or even older.  According to Alma  Nelson, the group in 1925 was looking for alternatives to the College-sponsored dances; among  other things, they went to taffy pulls and held Bible studies.  There were regular Bible studies held  on Sunday mornings in the balcony of First Lutheran; Nelson remembers that they studied the  Augsburg Confession, among other things.  Their college Bible class teacher, a Brookings dentist  named Otto H. Lawrence, was among those who encouraged them and helped them organize; he  still had a practice in town well into the 1950s.   


Meanwhile, on a similar front, the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod was beginning  campus ministry independently about this time as well.  Prior to 1928, LC-MS services for SDSC  students were provided by Rev. J. H. Jungemann of Egan, presumably in Egan.  In 1928,  however, at the District Convention of the LC-MS a proposal made by the mission board was  ratified and the church began concentrated work in Brookings.  As the LC-MS noticed many of its  college-age students joining the LSA, it formed its own social organization, Gamma Delta, in  1934.   


In the mid-1930s, SDSC student interest in the LSAA seems to have grown again.  In  1935, two students, Sterling Simonson and Kermit Graves (both of whom later became pastors,)  attended a Regional Conference at Mayville, North Dakota.  Simonson ended up transferring to  Augustana, where an LSA chapter was very active, and was elected President of the Region in  1936.  During the spring of 1936, there were several references to the “Luther League” in the  Industrial Collegian.  There were regular meetings, a banquet in February (incidentally, the  campus was shut down a week later for lack of heating oil) and an Easter service at First  Lutheran.    


It was in 1936, finally, that an official LSA chapter was formed.  On June 1, the Rev. B.  A. Benson left First Lutheran, and was replaced by the Rev. Philip Dybvig.  Dybvig, a native of  Colton, South Dakota, is known for his scholarly studies on the use and decline of the German and  Norwegian languages in the Lutheran churches of South Dakota.  He was acutely aware of the  students in his parish and was a supporter of the LSAA.  His annual report for 1936 stated:      


Then we also remember the more than 250 Lutheran students at our  doors.  These students are in their most impressionable years, and many of them  will carry with them a lifelong impression of Jesus Christ and His Church which  they get from us!  Realizing this fact and thinking of how they will scatter  throughout the state as leaders in our communities, we become aware of our responsibilities over and against them.    


Dybvig encouraged the students to organize an official LSA chapter, and traveled with  nine students to Fargo, North Dakota in October of 1936 for an LSAA regional meeting.  The  November 18 Industrial Collegian makes reference to a Lutheran student banquet for the express  purpose of forming an LSA chapter; a week later, the paper reported that the banquet had been a  success and that 107 students had been in attendance.  According to many sources, the vote to  form a chapter was “unanimous.”  The students began to meet every two weeks on Sunday  evenings at First Lutheran and in the homes of congregation members.     


In the next few years, SDSC's LSA chapter came into its own, and was the dominant  Lutheran organization on campus until the 1960s.  In the summer of 1937, Ruth Otterness became  the first student from SDSC to attend an”Ashram,” or national LSAA meeting.  Although in 1925  Theodore Schultz had been elected President of the Region, meaning he must automatically go to  the national gathering, there is no specific evidence that he did.  Otterness was, though, the first  student to attend representing an official LSA chapter at SDSC.  The Ashram was held in  Susquehanna, Pennsylvania, and records show that she was given $14.66 to cover expenses.      


Also in 1937, an additional meeting was held at Burandt's Tea Room, 803 12th avenue,  to further organize the chapter and elect officers; according to Marie Trygstad Graves, Hortense  Hage, from the Department of Education of the Norwegian Lutheran Church, was on hand.  In  the fall, records show $1.78 spent on a Hobo Day float.  On October 7, the chapter's finances  were given a boost when First Lutheran agreed to split student offering envelopes fifty-fifty with  the LSA.  In November, twelve students attended the Regional Conference in Aberdeen, South  Dakota.  Meetings are also held now on the second floor of the Administration Building, in the  drawing room.   


In 1937 there was also an important first step toward the present system of campus  ministry.  Until this point, Lutheran pastors who worked with college students also had a regular  parish, to which they were primarily responsible, and students were simply considered to be  ordinary churchgoers with a few unusual qualities and problems.  But in 1937, for the first time in  a Lutheran church, a pastor was called specifically to direct college ministry without a traditional  parish when the Rev. F. A. Schiotz, former and first President of the LSAA, was called by the  American Lutheran Conference to direct its student ministry.  It was an important step toward  the later idea that a state-supported college campus might require a Lutheran pastor called  specifically and exclusively to work with the students.   


By 1939, the SDSC chapter was large and well-organized enough to host the yearly  Regional Conference of the LSAA.  Details are sketchy, but a few known things about this  gathering are that Kermit Graves, one of the two SDSC students who attended the 1935 Regional  meeting, played the organ prelude for a program attended by SDSC President Pugsley and 276  students from 22 colleges.  Other highlights of the year included Christmas parties, an annual  banquet, and what I believe was the last meeting of the year, an “annual” spring breakfast.  Also  during this year, Pastor Dybvig left and was replaced by the Rev. A. E. Hanson.   


The First Lutheran yearbook for 1940 contains a picture of the LSA and a short discussion  of their activities.  At the regular programs, held primarily on Sunday evenings, there was an  opening of games and “healthy social activities,” and then a meal, for which a ten cent cover  charge was levied.  There would then be a Bible study, music, and some discussion of relevant  spiritual problems of the day.  Weekly meeting attendance averaged eighty students, and  seventeen attended the Regional Conference in Grand Forks, North Dakota of that year.  The  next year, twenty-seven attended the Conference held in Fargo, and at the Ashram in Lake  Geneva, Wisconsin, the eleven SDSC students were the most from any single school.   


In Fargo, Paul Hanson became the first Regional President from SDSC since Theodore  Schultz was elected in 1925.  SDSC enrollment was about 1200 students for the fall of 1941, of  which about 410 were Lutherans.  The LSA maintained its previous activities and even branched  out briefly into theater, performing “Prelude to Dawn.”  But it was around this time that world  events started to affect SDSC and the LSA chapter.     


Minutes from one of Hanson's meetings in 1942 relate that, “Because of the military  situation, a motion was made, seconded and carried that the President be authorized to make  appointments for a new Council officer if a vacancy occurs.”  This clause may or may not have  been used, but the effects of World War Two on State's LSA chapter can be clearly seen in  photographs and name lists.  The organization grew smaller (though it is invariably described as  the “largest religious group on campus”) as the war years progress, and became predominantly  female by 1943.  In the 1944 Jack Rabbit group photo, most of the men are in military uniform,  and the text states that membership was “open to all Lutheran students, whether civilian or  ASTP.” The 1945 Jack Rabbit picture shows only five men, one of whom is Pastor A. E.  Hansen, among thirty-seven women.  The chapter officers during this period were almost all  women, as were the Regional officers.   


Despite the disruption of the war, the LSA continued to be active on the campus.  They  continued to meet every other Sunday evening, and still had discussions, guest speakers, banquets,  and social activities ranging from skating to sleigh rides.  At the 1942 Regional Conference, Alice  Zantow was elected Vice-President; in 1943, she was elected National LSAA Secretary at the  Ashram held at Racine, Wisconsin, and was SDSC's student body President besides!  In 1944,  the National Lutheran Council formed a Commission on Student Service; this body sent Helene  Rasmussen to work part-time with the LSA chapters at both SDSC and SDU in 1944 and 1945.   


The 1945 LSA banquet, with the theme “Keepers of the Flame” was held on April 12.  I  wonder whether the news of the day had reached them before or during the banquet, or perhaps  they discovered the tragedy when they returned home.  President Roosevelt had died that very  afternoon.   


The slow process of mergers that would eventually produce the ELCA continued in 1946.   First Lutheran of Brookings had been a member of the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church,  but that church, along with several others with Norwegian-sounding names, merged that year to  form the Evangelical Lutheran Church, or ELC.  The South Dakota District of the ELC elected a  three-person committee in 1947 to encourage and support Lutheran students at non-Lutheran  colleges and universities.   


With the war's end, the LSA chapter at SDSC seemed to fall back into its prewar  activities, with a few changes.  In 1946, with a noticeably larger and more gender-balanced  membership, SDSC again played host to an LSAA Regional Conference, which was attended by  students from 18 different schools.  During and after the war, the LSA had been involved in  helping to raise scholarship money for students in China and India; Margery Thompt Otterness of Brookings, who had been active in  LSA in the early 1940s, traveled to China in 1947; she returned home in 1949.  A program of  sending out students to help with high school Luther Leagues around the state was successfully  begun after the war as well.   


Robert Larsen of SDSC served as Regional President of the LSAA in 1946-47, and then  two terms as National President, serving until 1949.  Several other SDSC students served in  leadership roles as well during this time.  On January 11, 1948, the LSA held a farewell program  for Pastor Hanson, who had served as an advisor to the LSA since 1939; he was replaced at First  Lutheran by the Rev. E. O. Gilbertson, who proved to be just as supportive.     


According to John Pates, an SDSC student who graduated in 1953, the late 1940s and  early 1950s were when the LSA “hit its stride” as an organization.  Pates served as the chapter  President in 1952, and recalls that the organization seemed to have come into its own about two  years before he arrived, or about the time Pastor Gilbertson came to First Lutheran.  The best  sign of the prosperity of this period was the purchase of the N. E. Hansen house, on the corner of  9th street and 8th avenue, for explicit use as a Lutheran student gathering place.   


Sometime prior to 1951, a committee called the “Lutheran Student Foundation” had been established with an  eye to finding a site closer to the campus where students could meet and hold Bible studies, Sunday dinners, and the like.  This group, composed of faculty and others interested in Lutheran  campus ministry, purchased the Hansen house sometime in the summer of 1951, though one  source said it was not “dedicated” until 1952.  The 15-room house was described as the “big  green house on 8th street” in the 1952 Jack Rabbit; it probably was green, though it was painted  white a few years later, but the reference to “8th street” is an understandable mistake.  It is still a pretty house, and is a private residence today.   


Between John Pates’ memory and the Jack Rabbit and Collegian articles of the day, it is  possible to reconstruct the LSA of the early 1950s.  In 1950, an Assistant Pastor at First Lutheran,  David Preus, was asked to handle the needs of the campus community; Preus would later go on to  become no less than the President of The American Lutheran Church.  Pastor Gilbertson  continued his involvement with the LSA, and several other First Lutheran Assistant Pastors and  interns helped out with campus affairs, including Ralph Johnshoy (who served as a “chaperone” in the Hanson house in 1951), A. Richard Peterson (known to  the students as “Pastor Pete”), Archie Madsen, Robert Maland, and James Qualben.  Before the  end of the decade, the campus Lutheran community would call its first own full-time pastor; for  now, the junior pastors at First Lutheran handled the ministry.    


The News Bulletin, a Lutheran Church publication, carried an article in 1951 written by  Pastor Gilbertson which was summarized in the November 8 Collegian.  The Collegian article  gives a basic overview of Lutheran ministry at SDSC at the time.  There were Wednesday evening  Bible studies, which lasted about an hour, which were attended by about 75 students.  The number  of students who regularly attended First Lutheran on Sunday mornings was so large it was  necessary to hold three services.  Students were active in the First Lutheran choir (by 1955, it  would rely on students for the majority of its members) and Sunday school programs and took an  active part in world relief and missionary programs.  There were plans at this point to have an  Assistant Pastor live in the LSA House.  Three SDSC graduates had recently become pastors, and  four more were then studying in seminary, in addition to “many” graduates who were then  missionaries or student workers.   


The central LSA activity, however, continued to be the Sunday night programs.  A  sampling of activities reported in the Collegian from 1950 and 1951 includes such programs as  “The Christian and War,” “Government and the Christian,” and “LSA on Parade.”  Speakers came to talk to the group; they included Rev. Paul Bierstedt from the Division of Student Service, a seminary professor from Sumatra, Indonesia, and Joseph Wala, a missionary from Africa.  There was always a supper before such programs; the normal 50 cent cover charge was hiked to 75 cents once to cover a buffalo steak feed (the 1951 Jackrabbit picture was taken later that  evening), and a waffle supper was held to raise money for the new LSA House in October of 1951.  There was a Christmas program, including a concert, and a student exchange with the  LSA at the University of South Dakota.          


“Deputation teams” were sent out to do church services in nearby congregations.  The LSA did a Hobo Day parade float each year.  There was a student-led Religious Council that consisted of the Presidents of the various religious organizations on campus, of which Pates was a member; this council sponsored “Religious Emphasis Week,” during which speakers were invited to campus and discussions were held.  This event was held annually until at least the early 1960s.   


Most of these activities continued as the years progressed.  From May of 1954 to April of  the following year, food alone cost the LSA about $1,300!  Beyond that, there was an annual  National Lutheran Students Action quota of $700, which was raised each spring through “dime  folders.”  And the students still gave $300 to First Lutheran, raised through contributions during  services.  There were hay rides in the fall and picnics in the spring; roller skating and ice skating  parties were also favorite social activities.  The biggest function of the year was the spring  banquet, to which 215 tickets were sold.  There were plans to publish an LSA Annual for the  1955-1956 school year.  The students were already experienced journalists; they had been  publishing a mimeographed newsletter called the LSA Forum monthly since the 1940s.  One  “deputation team” traveled 250 miles to present a church service and talk about the LSA.   


On the national level, Merle  of SDSC was elected National LSAA President in  1961  at Williams Bay, Wisconsin..  Presumably, like Theodore Schultz back in 1925, he was also “materially aided” by his  schoolmates. At the 1955 Ashram in Banff, Canada, only Concordia College from Moorhead,  Minnesota, brought more delegates.  The Lutheran Herald published an article about the LSA  chapter at SDSC in February of 1956, and reported that by absolute number of active LSA  members, SDSC was one of the top six campuses in the nation at the time.  There were then some  600 Lutheran students at SDSC, and perhaps 150 of them were active in the LSA, though by the  chapter's constitution, all Lutheran students were automatically members.   


By 1956, despite remodeling, the chapter had simply outgrown the old Hanson house.  A  few years before, there had begun talk of building a dedicated center for students that could house  a worshiping congregation and a dedicated pastor.  As a stopgap, a room on the first floor of the  Hanson house had been converted into a chapel, complete with an altar, but this could not hold  many students.  A new building, a church from the ground up, was needed.  Fortunately, there was  a vacant lot next to the Hanson house, and this became the site of the first dedicated Lutheran  Student Center at State.   


On Sunday, April 15, 1956, groundbreaking ceremonies were held at the site.  “Pastor  Pete,” listed in the Collegian the following Thursday as the “campus pastor,” officiated at the  ceremony.  He was also described as the executive director of the Lutheran Student Foundation,  which was the legal entity which owned the property and the Hanson house next door.  Also in  attendance were First Lutheran's Pastor E. O. Gilbertson, student association president Dave  Christensen, and Ron Peterson, advisor to the LSA.  The building was constructed by the H. E. Mills Construction company of Brookings, which had a $50,390 contract.  Exactly $50,000 of  that cost was covered by a grant from the National Lutheran Council's Division of College and  University Work.  The remainder was to be covered by private donations of students and alumni;  also, finishing the basement was not included in the contract, and would cost about $4,000 more.   The Collegian  article makes reference to a plan to erect a “second unit” in 1960.  It is not known whether this “second unit” was ever built, though there may have been a later addition or  remodeling.  It is known that the basement was not finished until at least 1962.   


The building was dedicated on Sunday, November 18, 1956, at 4:00 p.m.  The service  was held at First Lutheran and at the new Center.  Raymond Olson of Minneapolis, the director of  the Department of Stewardship of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, was the main speaker.  Also  in attendance were Donald Heiges, Director of the National Lutheran Council's Division of  College and University Work, from whose organization the $50,000 grant came, and Paul  Bierstedt, the Regional Secretary of the same organization, who had been a featured speaker at an LSA program in 1950.  The following year, the South Dakota Lutheran Student Federation was organized as the state-specific agency under the National Lutheran Council to organize and  coordinate campus ministry on the state college campuses.       


The Rev. Dwight Ellefson became the first full-time minister called by the new Lutheran  Student Center, and he arrived in Brookings sometime in the summer (most likely July) of 1958.  Under his supervision, it appears that most of the LSA programs were simply continued, except that the chapter now had a full-time pastor to act as an advisor.  Sunday evenings were still the big event of the week, with a meal, a speaker or program, and fellowship, a weekly routine virtually unchanged for more than twenty years.  There were no regular Sunday morning services as yet, and students continued to go to First Lutheran.  In fact, Ellefson preached there  occasionally, since he was not tied to a congregation on Sunday mornings.   


Midweek services were held, however, by Pastor Ellefson on Wednesdays.  Services were  held around noon, and usually had an attendance of between twenty and thirty-five students.  They  were more devotions than full-scale worship services; Ellefson would speak for ten or fifteen  minutes, and there might also be some songs and prayers.   


There were Bible study groups which met in the evenings during the week.  There were  LSA retreats held, both the State chapter alone and with other LSA chapters, often at nearby Bible  camps.  Following the Sunday night programs, students would often relax with games or ping- pong.  There was some effort during this time, though more later, to organize ecumenical  activities.  There was a council that would meet once a month for this purpose, and the various  campus pastors would mix and speak to each other's groups.  The “Religious Emphasis Week”  was also still strong at State during this time.   


The Lutheran Student Federation, or LSF, mentioned above was headed by Ellefson  during this time and made great progress in establishing campus ministry at state-supported  schools.  It was during this time that a full-time campus ministry was begun at USD in Vermillion,  and a part-time ministry begun at Northern State University in Aberdeen.  The LSF was  strengthened in its task by being one of the few organizations at this time allowed to directly solicit congregations in the state-- that is, they could walk into the church and directly ask the  congregation for financial support for campus ministry.  Congregations, Ellefson said, were very  supportive.   


It is also during this time that counseling became a major priority for campus ministry.   Ellefson relates that most students were from a rural background and were used to talking to a  pastor in confidence, and many made use of this service.  A report from 1968 said that even by  that time, the school itself only employed two full-time counselors, making pastoral counseling a  necessity due to the workload.  Somewhere in between counseling and discussion was a group  called “Koinonia.”  This group was an open, honest, and private and confidential support group  for students where they could discuss their problems openly with their peers.   


First Lutheran Church in Brookings at this point was a member of the ELC, and had been  since its organization in 1946.  In 1960, several sizable Lutheran conferences joined together in a  new organization called The American Lutheran Church, or The ALC (to distinguish it from an  earlier ALC.)  Pastor David Preus, who worked with SDSC ministry in the early 1950s, would  eventually become National President of The ALC.  Pastor E. O. Gilbertson, who had been at  First Lutheran until 1958, was elected Bishop of the South Dakota Synod of The ALC in 1960,  and would be reelected twice, serving until his retirement in 1980.    


By the time Pastor Arne Markland arrived in the Fall of 1962, taking over from Pastor  Ellefson, some changes and stresses on campus ministry were just beginning to show.  For one  thing, the ministry was moving slowly away from First Lutheran, and started to hold its own  regular Sunday morning services for the first time in 1964.  Another stress that was beginning to  show was a tension between the LSA and the new Center; the unspoken question was which group  was the primary organization for Lutherans on campus.  The LSA was still active and centered on  the old Hanson house, where a dozen people (all men) lived and were LSA leaders; the Center's  programs were growing and beginning to change with the changing attitudes and needs of the  students of the 1960s.  This is not to say that the two groups were antagonistic; quite the contrary,  they worked closely together on many joint programs.  It was more of a “passing of the guard,” to  use Markland's words, an inevitable change in the whole concept of campus ministry.   


For his first two years or so, Markland made incremental changes to existing programs.   By 1964, when regular Sunday worship was introduced, many new things had been added.  A  collection of documents and letters have survived from the Fall of 1964, and provide a fascinating  glimpse at the day-to-day operation of the Lutheran Student Center at the time.   


First, a “Campus Mission Extension Center,” or CMEC, had been established.  This, to  infer from other sources, was not an SDSC-specific project, and may have been a nationwide  program-- one document, a letter from a national LSAA gathering, mentions CMECs by name, but in the generic sense, implying that they are common.  Precisely what function this Center served is not clear, but it may have been nothing more than the official name for a campus congregation with a regular pastor and worship services.  Other references indicate they may have been ecumenical in nature, but one document shows an expense statement from Markland to the South Dakota District of The ALC, applying for funds to cover CMEC expenses.   


Next, a “Campus Pastor's Report” from October 13, 1964 has survived and lists the many  programs currently being conducted and their status (Pastor Markland filed such reports monthly, but this was the only one found.)  Lutherans of all stripes comprised one-third of the campus population, or about 1,360 students.  Of those, 300 were either Missouri or Wisconsin Synod, and had their own Lutheran organizations.  Of the remainder, about 400 were freshmen, the result of rapid campus growth during this time.  Pastor Markland hoped to visit with each of those 400 individually over coffee, an ambitious project.   


Sunday evening LSA programs continued.  There is a “Lutheran Buddy” program that  pairs incoming freshmen with upperclassmen, which is run by the LSA.  According to Markland's  report, it was reasonably successful.  Worship attendance at the 10:30 service for the first four  Sundays of the year (the first four regular services ever held at the LSC) averaged 75.  For liturgy,  the “red book” setting 2 was popular, as was the LSAA liturgy.  Communion would soon be  offered every Sunday.  There was also a Tuesday evening service held at 9:00; it was struggling  with low (but dedicated) attendance by only six students.  Joy Folk, a singing group, was  founded around 1965 and did some outreach work at area churches, singing folk songs and  leading services.   


Ecumenical work was strong, with Methodists, Presbyterians, Lutherans, and Catholics all  working together on Christmas and Lenten services, at which attendance was typically two or  three hundred.  This was the beginning of the Vietnam War years, and it was an issue on the  campus.  Many meetings were held on the subject, some of them connected with the Lutheran  Student Center.  Markland arranged for a speaker, a Baptist pastor named Clarence Jordan, to  come and talk, which attracted a crowd of five hundred.  A few years later, Jordan met and  heavily influenced Millard Fuller, founder of Habitat for Humanity.   


There was also a fascinating experiment in ministry at this time called the Boiling Cauldron Coffee House.  Markland rented the use of the garage of a white house on Medary, not far from the Center (there is no such house at the likely site today, but a hair salon may stand in its place, a converted house now painted red.)  It was then renovated and converted into a small coffee house.  There would be coffee, cider, maybe juice, and rolls or donuts.  Payment of five cents per cup was on the honor system, but that was sufficient; Markland describes the Boiling Cauldron as “supported by the coffee.”  It was here that Pastor Markland tried to meet with students.  Individual students and small groups would drop in occasionally during the day as well to meet, study, or just relax.  It was in place by Fall of 1964, but the precise time it began is unknown.   


Other documents from early 1964 that have survived include a communion record card, the letters which went out to upperclassmen and freshmen who were “Lutheran Buddies,” the first  newsletter of the year, an expense record for the CMEC, and an interest survey.  Taken together,  they show that the old style of campus ministry was slowly changing.     


A year earlier, for a Brookings pastoral conference, Pastor Markland wrote a paper entitled “The Lutheran Student:  On the Campus and in the Congregation.”  This paper makes a few observations and recommendations about the state of the Christian faith among college students at the time.  Conditions were clearly changing and the old LSA-style programs were no longer holding students’ interest.  A fascinating excerpt:    

Yet [the students] seem, on the whole, honest in their search for meaning    

in life.  It appears that many have not found much meaning in the traditional    

patterns of the church.  Even worship does not seem to be understood; perhaps this is one reason, among others, why there is an absence of meaningful worship in our Lutheran student groups.  If participation and attendance in various activities held at the Lutheran Student Center is used as a guide line (and I don’t know of any other guideline), it is only logical to conclude that 808 9th street is not a Center at all; it is peripheral.  I estimate that about 15% - 20% of unmarried Lutheran students participate occasionally in LSC activities.  (Married students seldom visit the Center.)  

Pastor Markland's impression is that the new student attitudes were brought from home:  

If there is a certain sense of lack of commitment on the part of Lutheran students(and I think there definitely is) I contend that it was not picked up on the campus. It may be amplified on campus, but I believe that it was originally brought with them from the home congregations.   


Campus ministries around the country were coping with this growing sense of  disillusionment and detachment from organized religion among the students.  In the 1960s and  1970s, many LSA chapters across the nation died from lack of interest.  The University of  South Dakota, though numerically a strongly Lutheran school, had a Lutheran campus ministry that still faded in and out  for many years.  Some colleges adapted, however, to the new conditions.  Pastor Markland was changing the ministry enough to survive; his successor, Pastor Dick Borrud, would actually make it thrive.  Before Markland left, though, the “old guard” of the LSA would parade one last time.   


1967 marked the 30th anniversary of the LSA chapter at SDSC, by then officially named  SDSU.  A committee was formed (or “self-appointed,” in their own words, but an effective  committee just the same) to plan a reunion for students who had been active in the LSA.  On  October 22, nearly 170 alumni and”friends” attended the Anniversary Dinner, held at First  Lutheran.  Six of the 1936 charter members were present:  James Boyd, Bert Rude, Rev. Kermit  Graves and his wife, the former Marie Trygstad, Valborg Rishoi, and Dennis Moe.  Pastor Dybvig  was invited, but unable to attend.  Eight former LSA chapter Presidents were present.  Four of the  twenty LSA’ers who became pastors were present.  A scrapbook filled with pictures and RSVPs  of those who could not attend can still be pulled off the shelf at the University Lutheran Center.   


In September of 1969, Rev. Dick Borrud was called to Brookings to serve as pastor at the  Lutheran Student Center.  Borrud had an unusual history as a pastor.  He was involved in the first  “excursion” of the Lutheran church into youth television programming, broadcasting out of a  church in Watertown, South Dakota.  The show ran for five years and once had an audience  estimated at 4 million viewers.  After this, he became involved with camping ministry, and both  administered and founded Bible camps in South Dakota, including one he personally runs today,  Lee Valley Ranch.  Borrud accepted the call and transformed Lutheran ministry at State.


In the first year of Borrud's ministry, the Lutheran House located just west of the Lutheran Center was transformed.  It had been a house where Lutheran students lived; it became an extension of the ministry, housing a crisis help line, and serving as a hospitality center.  An intentional Christian community was created, and the members of the community functioned as a power base for the expanding campus ministry, sometimes through leadership, and sometimes through service.  The outreach was apparent in varied ways.  The formerly all-male Lutheran House became co-ed, and even expanded to the basement of the home on the east side of the Lutheran Center as young women and men grew ministries under Borrud’s leadership and inspiration.  The leadership of campus ministries included committed students from on and off campus.  Within a few months the leadership became more ecumenical in composition.  This broad-based core of Christians set the stage for the exponential growth that followed.


One important change that dramatically shows this growth was the expansion of Joy Folk, the singing group(s) begun under  Markland.  They became much more numerous and were tasked with not only providing music for  worship services but also with a massive outreach program, larger than any previously done.  At  one point, there were some 13 Joy Folk groups, and on any given Sunday three or four would be  gone, ministering at area churches.  The Lutheran Student Center owned vans which transported  the students to their destinations.  A 1972 report states,”The extent of their Christian witness  cannot be measured in concerts sung.  It can be measured only by the number of lives touched by  this message and the dedication to Christian ministry through music.” These groups not only did  local outreach, but went “on tour” in South America, Puerto Rico, and Scandinavia.  Joy Folk  groups also were involved with worship at the Center, along with a more traditional choir and the  “Five Alive” groups.   


“Five Alive” groups were groups of five students who would pledge to meet together five  times “for the purpose of staying alive.”  The group leaders were trained the week before school  started at Lee Valley Ranch, in a program known as “Centurion Week.”  Dan Anderson, a  Brookings resident and student at State while Borrud was pastor, recalls 2 whole busloads of  students being taken to the Black Hills for Centurion Week. Upon their return, the Five Alive  groups met in the dorms and held Bible studies; there was no set curriculum for these meetings.   At one point, 400 students were involved with these groups.  Each group had a focus, which might  be anything from international students, who were a ministry priority, to evangelism to social  work.  These groups also would, as mentioned above, help plan and lead worship services.   


Worships were held on Sunday mornings, but also that evening and a midweek  Wednesday evening service.  This Wednesday service, according to Anderson, began as a Lenten  service that was popular and was continued beyond Lent until it became regular.  A total of 1,000  students might worship in a typical week.  Of the approximately 2,500 students who stayed on  campus over a typical weekend, nearly eighty percent could be found on Sunday morning at either  the Catholic or Lutheran services!  By number of active worshipers, State had the largest  Lutheran campus ministry in the country.  The worships themselves were variable, and might  include rock music, folk music, drama, and even slides; Anderson refers to them now as  “multimedia.”      


The “Lutheran House” had become a tradition by this point, with the old LSA Hanson  house housing 17 people, according to Anderson.  There were other houses by this point as well.   One was called the “farmhouse,” and was located on the property that is now Medary Elementary  School.  Another was on the grounds of what would become the new Center, but was described as  a “shack.”  There was a house affiliated with United Ministries in Higher Education, an  ecumenical group, as well, some of whose residents were active in LSC affairs.  The students in  these houses were expected to be active in campus ministry, and there was a waiting list to be a  resident.   


There were some problems with success, however.  The Joy Folk groups raised a lot of  money for campus ministry on their trips, and with a large worshiping congregation, offerings  could be as high as $15,000 per year, an extraordinary sum for a campus ministry.  Borrud ran  into some difficulties with the higher authorities who gave the Center the additional funding given  to all campus ministries-- Did the ministry at SDSU really need the money?  Borrud used the  excess revenue primarily to hire additional staff, mostly graduate students, who helped coordinate  all the far-flung projects.  Six or seven might be employed in a typical year.   


An additional problem with outside groups at this time was in the ministry's relationship  with the LSA.  In 1969, the LSA merged with the Missouri Synod's Gamma Delta chapters to  form the Lutheran Student Movement, or LSM.  The merger changed little of Lutheran affairs at  State. According to Borrud and Anderson, State had very little to do with LSM during these years,  despite its size and success.  Evidently, as Borrud explains it, the liberal-minded LSM perceived  the ministry at State to be fundamentalist and conservative.  Borrud says he sent a few people to  LSM gatherings, but they were not well-received by the LSM, and LSM disappeared as a focus of  the ministry.  It is interesting to note that the list of State's LSA chapter Presidents, continuous  from 1936, ends abruptly in 1970, indicating that the chapter did not even meet as such for almost  the whole time Borrud was pastor.  It is picked up again in 1978, however.   


The Vietnam War reached its climax and end in these years as well.  This did affect  students.  According to Anderson, some of the residents in the various Lutheran houses were full- fledged, official conscientious objectors.  The LSAA had been peripherally and unofficially involved with  a program for conscientious objectors during World War Two, but this time things were much  more complicated; he also relates that once, the FBI showed up at a house looking for a student.  It was a complicated time.  




There was another, smaller, legal misadventure during this time.  A student had plans to  start a Christian rock band, and sold Borrud on the idea, who signed a loan for $6,000 to be used  for equipment.  The instruments, speakers, sound system, and a van were all purchased.  Summer  came, and there were some problems; evidently, the loan was defaulted, the van and equipment  became stolen property, and the student was picked up by the police coming back into town for  the fall semester.   


Toward the end of his time at State, Borrud arranged for the construction of a new Center,  the one presently in use.  Proposed in 1975 next to the “shack” Lutheran House, this new Center  was completed in 1976, just in time for Borrud to leave for Ellensburg, Washington.  The old  building was sold to a Southern Baptist group; a small red house across the street from the new  building would soon serve as a new Lutheran House.  Steve Zirbel, a graduate student employed  by Borrud, assumed the ministry as a layman for a year pending the arrival of the Rev. Galen Hora.   


Pastor Hora arrived in August of 1977.  By the time he came, some of the programs  begun by Borrud were gone, but most were still intact or would be revived.  The Lutheran House  concept, for example, had ended, but was soon begun again.  For the first year or two after Pastor  Hora's arrival, there was no Lutheran House.  In the fall of 1978, the small red (now beige)  house across the street was rented as the new Lutheran House, and filled by eight students.  These  students began the model for the Lutheran House for the next decade; they were the student  leaders at the Center, and active in hospitality, ushering, Joy Folk groups, and as janitors.  Pastor  Hora served as their advisor and coordinator.  He recalls some personality problems among the  students, but only the kind that you would expect in such a situation.  The residents of the  Lutheran House tended to become fast friends, often for life, despite their differences.   


Another revived program was SDSU's involvement with Lutherans elsewhere through the  Lutheran Student Movement.  Borrud, according to Hora, had “gone his own way,” for the most  part, but during Hora's second year, SDSU students attended both the Regional and National LSM  gatherings.  They soon made this a regular event.  Hora, who is presently very involved with LSM,  feels that SDSU's reinvolvement with LSM helped keep the national organization alive in the  Dakotas.  Although involvement with LSM meant involvement, theoretically, with the Missouri  Synod, the local LC-MS student programs continued to be aloof and separate.  Hora relates that  Gamma Delta still exists today, and some would claim that it never died.   


Regular worships continued, a Sunday morning service, a Sunday evening service, and a  Wednesday evening service.  An early-morning Sunday service was regularly held when Pastor  Hora arrived, but attendance was low and it was discontinued.  For liturgy, the ”Chicago Folk  Service” was popular, used perhaps three-quarters of the time.  The remainder were usually more  traditional Lutheran liturgies.  There was communion every Sunday.  The Joy Folk teams were  continued, though their numbers were smaller; the most Pastor Hora could recall having at a single  time was seven.  Their outreach services continued as well, and the Center still owned a van for  that purpose.  There was also a regular choir for services, and a drama troupe which performed  during lent.  Pastor Hora made a deliberate point of not counting worship attendance, but recalls  the students were packed in, to the point of “standing in corners.” The Rev. Russ Melby, who  worked part-time at the Center and part-time at Pioneer Lutheran Church in White, South Dakota  from September of 1979 to December of 1983, is a little more specific, estimating 250 to 300  worshipers.   


There was also a “clowning ministry” begun during this time.  A man named Floyd  Schaefer had started a clowning ministry elsewhere in the late 1960s, and had even written a book  on the theology of clowning.  By this time, his idea had spread to SDSU.  Under Pastor Hora,  clowning as ministry was begun at SDSU and was integrated into the worship services.   


Regular activities included Bible studies and study groups on similar topics, such as  Lutheran doctrine.  There was quite a bit of ecumenical work during this time as well.  Pastors did  counseling referrals on campus.  There was a strong program of “foster families” for foreign  students.  The Lutherans and Catholics on campus together sponsored several Cambodian  refugees.  Ecumenical group discussions on various subjects were held.   


The center was remodeled in 1980; researching this, an explanation was finally found for  the confusing “false driveway” phenomenon familiar to anyone who has ever tried to turn into the  ULC parking lot from 14th avenue.  There are three driveways, separated by only a few feet each.   One leads to a small parking lot behind a student rental.  The middle leads to the actual ULC  parking lot.  But the third, closest to 8th street, is the false driveway; it’ll put you in the middle of  the west lawn if you mistakenly turn into it.  Why is it there?   


As previously mentioned, a very small rental house which had been used as a Lutheran  House stood on this property before the new Center was built; the original, unremodeled Center  shared the property with this “shack.”  The house, which according to Anderson had briefly  housed the Center's janitors, was torn down in 1979 to prepare for the remodeling and expansion  of the ULC.  The false driveway is an artifact of that old house, which I believe stood south of the  original Center.  In a curious coincidence, the whole area was once an apple orchard owned by N.  E. Hanson, the same man whose old house on the far side of campus had served as the LSA  House and Lutheran House.   


The Rev. Larry Meyer was called to replace Galen Hora, who left in July of 1982, and  arrived in January of 1983.  Pastor Russ Melby, who worked part-time at the Center, overlapped  Meyer for a few months before leaving as well. The most significant addition to the program  under Meyer was the beginning of an internship program at the Center, presumably to help the  full-time pastor with the workload.  Lutheran seminary students spend two years studying before  spending their third year of seminary as an Intern Pastor, supervised by a full-time pastor at a  congregation, and return afterward for a fourth year of study before ordination.  There had been  Intern Pastors at the Center before, but under Meyer it became a regular, permanent program. To date, the ULC has had an Intern Pastor every school year since 1983-1984, with the exception  of 1995-1996.  In that particular year, the assigned seminarian declined to continue with her  studies.     


By Meyer's time, the Lutheran House had become an organized institution.  There were  four men and four women in the small red house, which by now had an “LH” sign on the outside.   There was a regular Sunday night house meeting, and also some Bible studies for house residents.   They shared at least two meals per week as a full group.  And they were required to do a social  ministry project each year.  As had been true since the LSA House of the 1950s, the residents were  often leaders in the activities at the Center across the street.  Like Hora, Meyer served as the  group's advisor.   


By this time, there was only one Sunday service, held in the morning, as well as a vespers  service on Wednesday evenings.  Favorite worship liturgies included the previously mentioned  “Chicago Folk Service,” and now the “Synergy” service, the “Cornell” liturgy, and material from  the Lutheran Book of Worship, or LBW, which was becoming standard in Lutheran churches  across the nation.  A choir of twelve to twenty students sang at worships.  Joy Folk was still very  active, with up to eleven teams of five or six each, and it was not uncommon for three or four of  these teams to be gone on outreach services every week.  One of the notable people involved with  Joy Folk was Larry Olson, who would be one co-founder of Dakota Road Music a few years after  his graduation.   


Worship attendance shows a trend that must be discussed, but for which a complete  explanation has yet to be found.  Galen Hora recalls that his worship numbers dropped in the last  year he was there; this was the beginning of the trend that continued under Meyer.  In 1983,  Meyer estimates worship attendance at 175-200 students every Sunday.  By the time he left, in  1989, there were perhaps 125.  In his words, the ULC worked twice as hard to attract 125 in 1989  as it did to attract 175 in 1983. In short, worship attendance plummeted.  Why?   


The immediate cause is most likely the run-home rate, or the percentage of students who would return home over the weekends.   Obviously, a student who is not in Brookings on Sunday morning will not be attending worship at the ULC, and fewer students remained in Brookings as the 1980s progressed.  According to Meyer, an informal survey by Residence Hall Directors in 1983 placed the run-home rate at 45-50%.  By 1989, that number stood much higher, on the order of 80% or more.  Every year in between, the number rose progressively higher.  There is some debate over where the rate stands now, but SDSU is clearly a suitcase campus.  Reckoned, then, as a percentage of the remaining Lutheran students, worship at the ULC has held its ground, but real numbers have fallen dramatically.   


But why the sudden and dramatic increase in the run-home rate?  One possible explanation is the fact that during this time, under South Dakota law the drinking age was 18 for certain low-content alcoholic beverages, such as “3.2” beer.  During this time, due to federal mandate, that number went to 21 years of age.  It is possible, then, that students were staying at  school over the weekend to drink; when that was no longer legally possible, they returned home on weekends instead.  Although this theory is bolstered by Meyer's recollection that alcohol abuse increased during his time as pastor, it wouldn’t explain why the trend began well before the change, and took six or seven years from beginning to end.  Other possible explanations include students returning home to work on weekends, and an increased number of automobiles per capita among students, especially among freshmen and sophomores.   


Another long-term trend began to take its toll on campus ministry during this time as well:   The dramatic increase in tuition.  This trend still continues today, of course, but during this time it  may partially have contributed to the lower attendance numbers as well.  To give some idea of the  problem, Jay Larson, Director of Financial Aid at SDSU, reports that in 1972, a student could pay  tuition and fees by working 232 hours at minimum wage, or about five and a half weeks.  Factor  in living expenses and the cost of room and board, and an entire summer's work, even at  minimum wage, could pay for nine months of school.  In 1996, at minimum wage, a student  needed 692 hours, or about seventeen weeks, just to pay tuition and fees, let alone living expenses,  room, and board.  It is now impossible to pay for college simply by holding a minimum-wage job  over the summer.  This trend may have caused an increase in part-time work during school  during this time, effectively leaving fewer students with spare time enough to attend church, or do  similar activities.   


These trends caused a disruption for many campus activities, especially campus ministry.   The United Campus Ministries (UCM), for example, was forced to end regular Sunday services  for a time.  Numbers at the ULC shrank somewhat during Meyer's time, especially worship  attendance, but overall the ministry continued to be quite active.  Sundays had not only the  morning worship service but, once a month, a “Student Senate” meeting.  Mondays, typically,  were slow.  Tuesday night was Bible study night.  Wednesday was both choir practice and the  evening vespers service.  Thursday was more Bible study, and Friday and Saturday were relatively  quiet, possibly because of the increasing run-home rate.  Scattered all throughout this typical  weekly schedule was Joy Folk rehearsal, with individual groups having to find a time slot they all  could attend and was still compatible with the other groups and with the other activities at the  ULC.    


Work with larger groups continued as well.  There were many cooperative efforts with the  UCM and with the Catholic Campus Parish (CCP); many of these were social ministry projects.   In addition, Meyer co-taught a class with the priest from the CCP.  SDSU students continued their  involvement with LSM as well; anywhere from three to fifteen people would attend both Regional  retreats and National gatherings.  On an even larger front, the confusing multitude of Lutheran  groups which had existed for over a century in South Dakota and elsewhere was put to an end in  1988, with the formation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, or ELCA.  This finally  put the majority of Lutherans in the United States under one coherent organization, although for  years they had cooperated in social work, campus ministry, and similar areas.  The ELCA, as it  consolidated the various programs, essentially “swallowed campus ministry whole,” since it had  long been a cooperative effort, and placed it among the church's education programs.   


Meyer left in January of 1989, leaving the ministry in the hands of Intern Pastor Margge  Pleiss-Sippola until August.  The smaller but still-active ministry was handed off to the Rev. Dick Westwick in 1989.  Westwick, a pastor experienced in hospital ministry but new to campus  ministry, came to SDSU when his wife was hired as a Dean on campus.  Westwick’s previous call was as a hospital chaplain.  


Despite the continuing trend of lower Sunday worship attendance, most  programs continued.  Worship attendance averaged in the mid-sixties his first year, but seemed to  stabilize around fifty-five or sixty every Sunday morning for the remainder of Westwick's time as  Pastor.  The LBW was used at worship more than in previous years, as well as the Chicago Folk  Service and Synergy.  By the 1990-91 school year, the “Chosen People” service published by  Dakota Road Music was popular.  Regular musicians would play each week.  Wednesday evening  services averaged seven to ten people.  Special services, such as ecumenical Lenten services, a  “Faculty Appreciation Sunday,” and a candlelight Christmas service, were well-attended.   


The Student Senate had begun much earlier, possibly under Hora, but definitely became  active under Meyer, and was by now the instrument by which week-to-week programming was  done at the University Lutheran Center.  There was a committee system and regular meetings.  In a  sense, it was a combination of the committees and boards used in regular congregations and a  return to the old LSA-type student leadership.  Toward the end of Westwick's tenure, the Senate  lost some of its focus.   


The typical cycle of activities continued, with Bible studies, singing and music practice,  and the other usual day-to-day operations of a campus ministry.  The students also wrote their own  daily devotional books for lent and advent.  A problem with the site chosen for the new Center  back in 1975 was becoming apparent at this time, though:  Flooding.  The basement once had  three feet of water during Westwick's tenure, the inevitable result of nearby drainage.  The  basement had been finished at one time, with a television and VCR downstairs and so forth.   Today it is used as storage.  With the money from the insurance, the Center bought its present  furniture.   


The last Lutheran House was active in the 1990-1991 school year; after this, Westwick,  together with the Lutheran Campus Council, ended the program.   


The first and, to date, only ordination of a pastor done at the ULC took place on Sunday,  June 6, 1992 at 2:00.  Tim Kevin Eighmy, a 1988 graduate of SDSU, was ordained at the Center  in a service which included Larry Meyer, Pastor Westwick, and former ULC Intern Pastor Paul  Coen.  He was not ordained at his home church, the usual practice, since it had declined to join the  ELCA in 1988.   


Westwick resigned as campus pastor shortly before the 1992-1993  school year.  This was a difficulty, but like Intern Pastor Pleiss-Sippola in 1989, the Intern Pastor  for this year, Mike Sager, was the stopgap.  He handled essentially his own ministry for the year,  supervised by a local pastor.  Sunday services for this year were like the previous years, but the  Wednesday service attendance, having instituted communion the year before, was up significantly.   Worthy of note was Sager's practice of including a cartoon in every Sunday bulletin.   


The Rev. Bob Chell arrived in the summer of 1993 (just in time for a new round of  floods.)  The organizational structure, by this time, was a shell of its former functions.  There were  two policy-making institutions, the Lutheran Campus Council, or LCC, and the Student Senate.   After some study, the LCC recommended several changes.  In essence, the Senate was partially  merged with the LCC by increasing the number of students serving on the Council.  To handle  day-to-day programming, a new system of “peer ministers” was devised, taking a handful of  students as leaders to be responsible for various program areas at the Center.  The transition was  not easy, but the new structure seems to function efficiently.   


As of Pastor Chell's arrival, several different worship liturgies were in use, including the  Chicago Folk Service, Synergy, “camp” services, and Dakota Road Music.  As time wore on, the  Dakota Road services, such as “Chosen People,” “The Earth and Everything,” and “Journey,”  became most common and popular.  Recently, there has been experimentation with the “With One  Voice” hymnal supplement, and there is also a body of opinion which prefers the more traditional  liturgy of the LBW.  The Chicago Folk Service and Synergy have not been used now for several  years.  Teams of musicians rotate playing for Sunday services.  Attendance has averaged sixty or  seventy people on Sunday mornings.  The Wednesday evening services are still popular, with  informal services for most of the year and Vespers or a similar liturgy during lent.  Special  Christmas and Palm Sunday services still attract a larger crowd.   


Probably the most significant change during Pastor Chell's tenure has been the remodeling of 1995.  A number of problems with the facilities had become apparent-- the flooding (there was water in the basement when Pastor Chell arrived, which probably made an impression on him), inadequate office space, inadequate storage space, the need for a new roof, a carpenter ant infestation, and various internal improvements that could be made in the structure.  The original plan was modest, and called only for remodeling the “sun room” to provide more office space.  But a plan submitted by Les Olive, an architect then serving on the LCC, caught the Council's attention.  With two grants of $20,000 each in hand, and with a few changes in Olive's plan, the work began in the summer of 1995.  Though they had planned to be finished before school began, the work ran well into the school year.  This may have resulted in fewer students visiting the Center as a matter of friendly habit, as students were asked to stay out of the way.  But the result is a much-improved facility.   


Another significant recent change is the regular spring break mission trips.  The first such  trip happened in the spring of 1994, when students from USD and SDSU joined up for a trip to  the Navajo reservation, where they worked with construction and cleaning.  In 1995, students went  to the Rio Grande valley, and saw firsthand the conditions on both sides of the border.  In 1996, in  conjunction with a church in Minneapolis, students went to Jamaica and worked with youth.  In  1997, students traveled to Denver and worked in the inner city; also, a small group went back to  Jamaica.   


SDSU's connection with LSM had slowly died out over Westwick's time, although a few  students and Westwick himself did attend the occasional retreat.  LSM has not been a major focus  at the ULC since.  However, Julie Greene, a student, has been trying to rekindle interest in the  organization and has taken several students to retreats in the last year.  Greene has herself attended  several National LSM gatherings, and is active in Regional leadership.   


Over time, Lutheran campus ministry at SDSU has clearly changed in response to a  number of factors.  It has survived the changes during World War Two, the post-war years, the  transition from a student-led club to a pastoral congregation, the disillusionment of the 1960s, the  experimentation of the 1970s, the shift in student demographics in the 1980s, and the stabilization  of the 1990s.  In Pastor Chell's words, long-term decisions about the fate of campus ministry at  SDSU now need to be made by the students, faculty, and ELCA.  Change will not stop here.  With  the advantages of such a long history and tradition, Lutheran campus ministry will surely survive  and continue to proclaim the message of the gospel to the SDSU community. 

